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“We need to get more teachers out! Jam packed with info 
and really opened my eyes to the world of forestry and 
what goes into running a sustainable forest. Lots of great 
tools and resources for the classroom. Very applicable to 
the curriculum. An experience very teacher should have!”

“Th is tour was great. I think it is really important for 
more forestry education and awareness to occur in 
elementary and secondary schools in order to present for-
estry as a career option to students who might not know 
about the opportunities available in forestry.”

“Outstanding tour!  Informative and very well planned.  Th e infor-
mation will be truly useful in the classroom and all of my ques-
tions were answered clearly and in depth.  I enjoyed the variety of 
sites we visited as well as meeting and listening to all of the people 
involved in the forest industry.  Really, it was a terrifi c professional 
experience and I appreciate the passion of the foresters.  Th anks for 
all the handouts, I’ll certainly use them.”

“Th is tour was an incredible learning experience for me.  
Coming from the city, I never realized all that went on to 
bring me my wood and paper.  It was fascinating to learn 
about the pine beetle infestation and to understand the ef-
fects that this is having on the whole industry in the inte-
rior.  I will defi nitely use this new learning in my classroom 
and a general appreciation for the forestry industry.”

“Th is tour was a great chance to go beyond the textbook 
and see fi rst had the realities of the forest industry.  I liked 
learning about how the industry infl uences communities.  
Th is is directly related to curriculum and I recommend it to 
any teacher.”

The 100 Mile TourThe Fraser Valley Tour

The Campbell River Tour

What the teachers had to say about ...
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The History of the Festival of For-
estry reachers back fourty-one years.
Concerned about the perceptions of 
the public, and teachers in particu-
lar, a logger named Bill Moore took 
action and formed an organization 
dedicated to telling the truth about 
forestry in British Columbia, and 
dispelling fears about monsters in 
the forest. Moore, a young logger 
from Winter Harbour on northern 
Vancouver Island recognized the 
critical need for urban teachers to 
understand B.C.’s forest manage-
ment practices. In 1967, he pulled 
together a group of dedicated 
individuals from industry, unions, 
education and governments to cre-
ate the Festival of Forestry – a non-
profit educational society. Today, 
the B.C. Festival of Forestry con-
tinues to thrive, providing quality 
educational experiences for teachers.  
By 2005 they had hosted more than 
1,600 teachers on their forest tours.  
Moore’s involvement in forestry 
started while he was still in high 
school. At the age of 21, he took 
over the helm of a 50-man logging 
camp where he began a career that 
would keep him in caulk boots 
for 55 years. And yet, this rugged 
woodsman was also an eloquent 
spokesman and poet. The year he 
started up the Festival of Forestry, 
Moore had just completed a two-
year term as president of the Truck 
Loggers Association (1964-65).  He 
was also president of the Pacific 
Logging Congress and a director of 
Forest Industrial Relations. Who 
better to sing the praises of an in-
dustry in need of some good public 
relations work?

November 24, 2000, the forest 
sector mourned the loss of this 
influential man; but his spirit lives 
on and is fostered through the 
TLA’s Bill Moore Legacy Fund, a 
sponsorship program set up to sup-
port the Festival of Forestry teacher 
tours initiated by Moore so many 
years ago. Looking back at Moore’s 
achievements, it is no surprise 
that he should take on the role of 
spokesman for the sector.  

The Festival of Forestry strives to 
provide an interactive learning 
experience to enhance teachers’ 
understanding of the complexities 
of sustainable forest management 
issues, and methods to integrate 
information into their classroom 
curriculum. Twice a year, 20 teach-
ers from Greater Victoria and the 
Lower Mainland are taken to a 
resource-dependent community in 
British Columbia. These unique 
tours provide a complete experience 
for the attendees. Teachers have the 
opportunity to immerse themselves 
in a resource-based community 
and interact with the people most 
connected to the issues. The two-
day tour includes hikes in various 
forest ecosystems, visits to research 
sites, parks and protected areas, 
active logging and tours of process-
ing facilities. Presenters on the tour 
represent a wide range of interest 
areas and provide a balance of per-
spectives.  
Teachers get mini-courses on tree 
identification, wildlife habitat is-
sues, water quality and riparian 
considerations in forest manage-
ment, soil characteristics, ecosystem 

management, as well as conserva-
tion and preservation of sensitive 
and special areas of the forest, with 
a focus on the social and economic 
values we gain from the forest.  
Do teachers feel that their time 
has been well spent on these tours? 
Anik Tauson, a teacher from Wil-
liam Bridge Elementary School in 
Richmond, B.C., certainly thinks 
so.  “I had a lot of misconceptions 
and very little knowledge regard-
ing the forest industry before this 
tour; now I have some knowledge, 
some understanding and I want to 
learn a lot more. I’m leaving with 
an understanding and appreciation 
of the true importance of the B.C. 
forestry industry. If B.C.’s forests 
are healthy, B.C. is healthy. We 
are lucky to have such a diversi-
fied, useful, multi-faceted, renew-
able resource. My experience was 
positive and I truly appreciate it. 
To have walked in the streets of 
a resource-based community and 
talked to people about issues from 
their perspective and understanding 
has opened my eyes to many things 
and is absolutely priceless.” 

With assistance from professionals 
in the local communities, volun-
teer board members of the Festival 
of Forestry coordinate and oversee 
each tour. All those involved in 
providing the tour experience agree 
the tours are addictive. Teachers 
may come into the forest expecting 
monsters, but they leave believing 
that the people who work in woods 
are the most dedicated tree-huggers 
of all.

Festival of Forestry has deep roots in British Columbia


